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CODE OF SAFE PRACTICE FOR ADULTS AND VOLUNTEERS 
AMARAVATI FAMILY EVENTS 

 
 
Always remember that while you are caring for other people’s children you are in a position of 

trust at all times. 

 

DO NOT: 
 
- Use any kind of physical punishment or chastisement such as smacking or hitting 
 
- Smoke in front of any child that attends a Family Event.  Smoking is not permitted within 

the Retreat Centre and Monastery site (including the Monastery woodland) 
 
- Misuse non-prescribed drugs or illegal drugs, or to be under the influence of alcohol is not 

permitted at an Amaravati Family Event or within the Retreat Centre and Monastery site 
(including the Monastery woodland).  Anyone found to be in breach of this requirement 
will be asked to leave 

 
- Behave in a way that frightens or demeans any child 
 
- Use any racist, sexist, homophobic, discriminatory or offensive language 
 
- Engage in any sexual activity (this would include using sexualised language) with a child 

you meet through at one of our events or start a personal relationship with them, this 
would be an abuse of trust 

 
- Engage in rough or physical games, including horseplay 
 
- Let allegations a child makes go unrecorded or not acted upon 
 
- Rely upon good nature to protect you or believe ‘it could never happen to me’ 

 
DO: 

 
- Exercise caution about being alone with children at family events, including retreatants 

attending the Young Persons Retreat.  Adults and volunteers must ensure that, wherever 
possible, there is more than one adult present during activities or at least that you are 
within sight or hearing of others.  In situations where this is may unavoidable, ensure 
another adult or volunteer knows what you are doing and where you are 
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- Ensure that any physical contact is open and initiated by the child’s needs, e.g. for a hug 
when upset.  Always prompt children to carry out personal care themselves and if they 
cannot manage ask if they would like help 

 
- Talk explicitly to children about their right to be kept safe from harm 
 
- Listen to and respect children 
 
- Value and take children’s contributions seriously and involve them in planning when 

possible  
 
- Work as a team with all those attending Amaravati Family Events.  Agree with them what 

behaviour you expect from children, adopting a pro-active approach and be consistent in 
enforcing it 

 
- Remember if you have to speak to a child about their behaviour you are challenging ‘what 

they did’, not ‘who they are’ 
 
- Make sure you have read the Child Protection Policy and Procedure and that you feel 

confident that you know how to recognise when a child may be suffering harm, how to 
handle any disclosure and how to report any concerns 

 
- Be aware of all Family Events policies, procedures and guidelines 
 
- Seek advice and support from the designated child protection officer if necessary  
 
- Parents remain responsible for their own children at Rainbows, June Weekend and Family 

Camp.  Children should not be unsupervised and parents should know where they are and 
who they are with.  Likewise, children need to know where their parents are and to be 
able to access them quickly if they need to.  If parents need to leave the monastery for any 
reason they must ensure that the Camp Coordinator knows of their whereabouts.  Parents 
must ensure that their child/ren is/are supervised in their absence 
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